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Chap. 81.

CH.-\PTER 81
The .-\gricultural Societies .-\ct.
lnterpreta·

1. In this Act,(a) "Department" shall mean

\lOll.

Department of Agri-

culture;

"Depart.
ment."

(b) ":\Iinisler" shall mean :'.Iinistcr of Agriculture for ":\Ilnlliter."
the Pro\,jnce of Ontario;
(c) "Society" or "Societies" shall mean any agricul- "Socle!}· ...
tural society or societies formed under this Act R.S.O. 1597.
or The Agricldlllral mid Arts Act, or under anyc. 43.

former Agricultural and Arts Act;
(d) "Superintendent" shall mean Superintendent
Agricultural Societies. R.S.O. 192i, c. iI, s. t.

of ;~~u.r.,e.:-::;

2. The l\linistcr may decide all mallers of doubt or dis- Powers or
pulc as to the working or construction of this Act, and his :\lini~ter.
decision shall be final, except that an appeal thcrefrom may
be made to t.he Licutcnant-Co\"Crnor in Council. RS.O.
1927, c. iI, s. 2.
3. Thf' \linister may appoint a person to inspcct thc books In~pectlon.
and accounts of any society receiving Go'·crnment aid undcr
this Act, and may empower such person to summon witnesses
and enforce the production of documenls before him. and to
take evidence upon oath in regard to such inspection, and
all officers of any such society, \\-henever required so to do.
shall submit the books and accounts thereof to such inspection, and shall truly. to the best of their knowledge, answer
all questions put to them in relation thereto, or to the funds
of such society. R.S.O. 1927, c. il, 'S. 3.
\\"h.. ~...
4.-(1) Subject to the provisions of the follo\\·inlY,.., sub- pum""'51ble.
sections a socicty may be organized in any section of Ontario.

(2) A society shall not be organized within twenty miles Limitation
..
.
. --' un d er t h
·'
d aato dlao f an eXlstmg
socIety
orgamzl."U
IS ."'lct or un er CaneI' rrom
The Agricultural and Arts Act, being chapter -13 of The Re-~:~l~'r;:.
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vised S/a/ftlCj of Ontario, 1897. or unCler any former Agriculture and Arts Act, unless the physical or other natural
conditions of the adjoining country arc such that lhe.(orma~
tion of such society will not injuriously affect the nearest
adjoining society.
Ap),UClltlOR

",

perml/llOloll

to OfICant"'e

within 2:0
mlle~ of

another
.odet)· .

(3) An application for permission to organize a new society
at it spL'Cificd point that is within (wenty miles of the
headquarters of an existing society, shall be made in writing
to the J\linistcr, and shall set forth clearly and fully the facts
of the situation, and shall be signed by at least sixty of the
persons desirous of forming such society, except in provisional judicial districts or unorganized counties, where the
number shall be at least forty.

COllaont

(4) Upon receipt of such application the i\{inister shall
instruct the Superintendent to confer with and, if necessary,
to call a special meeting of the officers of the existing society
whose headquarters are at the point nearest to the point at
which it is proposed to form a new society, at which meeting such officers, by resolution, shall declare themselves as
being in favour of or opposed to the granting of the application.

Permission.

(5) Should the resolution be in favour of granting the
application, the Lieutenant-Governor in Council may grant
permission for the formation of the society.

,\rbltrntlon.

(6) Where the granting of the application is opposed, the
Superintendent shall call upon the existing society and upon
the petitioners each to appoint one arbitrator, and the two
arbitrators shall 3ppoint a third arbitrator, and the three
arbitrators shal1 consider the gmnting of the application, and
they or 3 majority of them shall m3ke a recommendation
thereon to the :'\linister.

When

(7) If either the signers of the petItion or the officers of
the existing society refuse to appoint an arbitrator, the l\tinister may grant or refuse the application, as he may deem
best.

DeposIt to
co,'cr

(8) The p..'lrties concerned in all such disputes shall deposit with the Department such mOlley as may be re<luired to
pay all expenses connected therewith, such payment to be
made according to the decision of the arbitrators, or a majority of them. R.S.O. 1927, c. 71, s. 4.

of older
aocl"t)' .

)'llnl8tcr
rna)' decide.

expelUl('s.

:'>lode or
orllanlultion.

5. The mode of organization shall be as follo\\"5,-

See. 5 (f).
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(aJ A declaration (Form 1) shall be signed by persons Declaration
residing within ten miles of the point designated~~l~.ember

as the headquarters of the society desiring to organize a society under this Act, provided that the
number of such persons shall be at least sixty, except
in the case of societies organized. in provisional judicial districts and unorganized counties, where the
number shall be at least forty.

(bJ No person shaJl be considered a member of am' QUlllincallon

. r
h·
I ' Qr
society or any year unless he s all ha\"c paid at east
$1 into the funds of that society as membership
fee for that year.

members.

(c) Subject to the by-laws of the society, a firm, or an Flrmd lind
•
companlea
Incorporated company may become a member of mal' be
any society incol']X>rated under this Act by the meml}enl"
payment of the regular fee, but the name of one
person only shall in anyone year be entered as
the representative or agent of such firm or company, and that person only shall as such exercise
the privileges of membership in the society.
(d) Within one month after the membership fees of the re~I~'::c\~~111r
signers thereof have been paid the declaration to ;'Iliniscer.
with the names and addresses of the signers, shall
be transmitted to the i\tinister, who shall thereupon authorize a person to call the first meeting
for the organization of the society.

(e) The first meeting of the society shall be held between Finlt.
the 15th and the 21st days inclusiye of January meeting.
next ensuing, at the point designated as the headquarters of the society, of which meeting at least
hvo weeks' public notice shall be gi\"en by advertisement in one or more newspapers published in
the county or district, and also by printed placards
or bills posted in local places of common resort"

(f) At the first meeting there shall be elected a presi- ;~~~.n of
dent, a first vice-president, a second vice-president, and not more than nine other directors, \,"ho
shall be duly qualified members of the society, or
who must become so within fourteen days after
their election, and who together shall form the
board of directors. a majority of which board shall
reside within ten miles of the place designated
as the headquarters of the society.

1084
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(g) At the first meeting the society shall appoint two

auditors for the ensuing year.
:--e"ret"ry

(II) The hoard, from among themselves, or otherwise.

lr(!:o~urer.

shall appoint a secretary and a treasurer, or a
secretary-treasurer, \\"ho shall remain in office during pleasure, and shall, by virtue of his office. be a
member of each committee appointed. and may be
~ivcn the powers of managing-director acting under
the control and with the approval of the board of
directors.

'''''I

f~"ecuth'e

com rulHec.

(i) The boa,d. fcom amon. them",lv". may appoint an

Tmnaml8$lon
of report of

(j) A report of the organization meeting, certified by

or.Q:anlz"tlon

meetlnl;.

executive committee of not more than five members to perform such duties as the board by resolulion may specify.
the president, the secretary and the convener, and
containing a statement of the number of mem·
bers and a list of the officers elected and appointed,
shall be sent to the Department within one week
after the holding of the meeting. R.S.O. 1927,
c. il, s. 5.

Rtatus or
'Iociet)· ,,"d
nume.

6.-(1) lipon, the receipt of such report the society so
organized sfiall be deemed an agricultural society, within the
meaning of this Act, and shall bear the name designated in
the declaration as the headquarters of the society, or such
name as may be determined by the members and approved
by the \linister.

Challote of

(2) In case of a dispute as to the name of any society; or
in any case where in the opinion of the 1\1inister, the name
of the society prejudicially affects the interests of another
society he may change the name of any society.

Head'l""rte.... uf
aoclell'.

(3) For the purpose of this Act, the headquarters of a
society shall be the place <It which the society held its last
annual exhibition, or which it has designated by by·law or
resolution, at a meeting duly called for the purpose, as its
headquarters or place of holding its exhibition, a certified
copy of which by-Ia\\' or resolution shall be forwarded to the
Dep......rtment and the society shall thereafter be designated by
the name of such place, or by such name as may be deter·
mined by the members and approved by the Minister. R.S.O.
1927,c.71,s.6.

nllme.

7.-(1) The \(inister may authorize the society to elect at

Sec. 10 (I) (f!.
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its first or at any subsequent meeting not more than six per·
sons as directors, in addition to those hereinbefore proyided
for.
(2) A society ma\'
appoint not more than six honoran'
HOllorarr
.
-,
. dIrectors
dIrectors, but such dIrectors shall not hate the nght to ....ote
or take part in meetings of the bO<1.rd of directors. R.S.O.
1927, c. 71, 5.7.
8. Upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, the ~~~~~:~~,,1r
:\Iinister may authorize any society to elect six directors in directors.
addition to those already provided for. R.S.O. 1927, c. iI,
s. 8.
9. At the first meeting, and at any subsequent meeting Quorum.
of any society, ten members shall form a quorum. R.S.O.
1927, c. 71, s. 9.

10.-(1) The object of a societv shall be to promOle im- Ob{"c1ts of
. agncu
. \ ture, \
. \.ture, ar bo.
\
so{: et ell"
provement m
lortlcu
neu \ture, (amestic industry, manufactures and the useful arts,(a) by awarding premiums for live stock, other than
grade breeding males, for agriculture or horticultural implements and machinery, for the production of grain and of all kinds of vegetables, plants,
flowers, fruits, home manufactures, and generally
for excellence in any agricultural or horticultural
production or operation, article of manufacture or
work of art;

(b) by organizing plowing matches, holding seed fairs.
spring stallion and bull sho\\"s, competltions respecting standing crops, and for the best or best
managed farms;
(c) by owning or distributing pure bred registered ani-

mals, and seeds and plants of new and of yaluable kinds;
(d) by promoting the circulation of agricultural periodicals;

(e) by offering prizes for essays 011 questions of scientific inquiry relating to agriculture, horticulture,
domestic industries, manufactures and the useful
arts; and
(j) by taking action to eradicate poisonou3 and noxious
insects and wccds.
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Unlluthor.
1",,<1
expendlturo

(2) A society which expends any of its funds for any purpose inconsistent with those herein mentioned shall fodcit
all claim to participate in the legislative grant. R.S.O.
1927, c. 71, $. 10.

to (orfelt

l>:rant.

Annual

AGRICULTURAL SOCIETIES.

Sec. 10 (2).

11.-(1) The annual meeting of each society sh'all be
held on or after the 1st day, and not later than the 21st day
of January in each year at the headquarters of the society
and at an hour to be fixed by the directors of the society.

mf!(ltlull.

(2) At any such meeting only those members who have
paid the subscription for the ensuing year shall be entitled
to vote.
Notice or
rneetlnga.

(3) At least two weeks' previous notice of any such meeting shall be given by advertisement in one or more newspapers published in the municipality or municipalities in
which the society is organized, and also by printed placards
or bills posted in places of common resort, or by sending
such notice by registered post, mailed to the last known post
office address of each member of the society in good standing
such notices to be mailed at least one week previous to, and
to state the time and the place of the meeting.

~~':~~~"hIl1l1~

(4) In case a society shall, through any cause, fail to hold
its annual meeting at the time appointed, the j\'linister, on
petition of the president and secretary, may appoint a time
for holding the same beforc the 1st day of March in the
same ycar, the meeting to be called as for the regular annual
meeting, and this meeting shall be taken for all purposes as
thc annual meeting of the society.

l"orfeltl.lre
of l:ffint if

(5) In the event of the annual meeting not being held as
provided for in this Act, or in the event of the number of
members on the 1st day of Septemhcr in any year being less
than the numhcr required for organization, the society shall
have no further claim to participate in the legislative R"rant,
and shall be deemed to have been dissolved; but the directors
elccted at the last properly constituted meeting of the society
prior to the 1st day of September shall be the trustees of
the assets of the society until the same are disposed of by
the order of the :\linister.

Heor~'I1IM

(6) Where a society is dissolvcd or ceases to e;o.:ist it shall
be reorganized only by proceeding under section 5, and in
accordance with section 4.

Di~po9.
..1

(7) Upon being notified or becoming aware of the dissolution of allY society under the provisions of the preceding

~jtmnl.polnted

m~tlnll:
no~ held.

tlon.

IlUrpl1.18
f\811et~.

of

Sec. 14 (I).
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subsections the i\linister may order the directors to deliver
over to the Department the assets, if any. remaining after
all just debts have been paid. R.S.O. 1927, c. 71, s. 11.

12. In addition to any
other business the following business annual
8U8ineS8 at
' .
shall be transacted at the annual meetmg:rneetinll.
(a) The board of directors shall present at such meeting Report of
.~.
ror t he past ca Ien cia r directo,..,
. proceo::ulOgs
a report 0 r th elf
year, in which shall be stated the names of all the

members of the society, the amount paid by each
being set opposite to his name, the amount offered
and also the amount awarded in prizes for each
kind of live stock, agricultural products, implements, domestic products or other objects respect·
ively, and the number of entries in each class,
together with such remarks and suggestions upon
the agriculture and horticulture of the district, and
the arts and manufactures therein as they are enabled
to offer.
(b) The board of directors shall present a detailed Statements

. 0 r t he receipts
.
of receipta
statement
an d expen d'Itures ror th e and
preceding year, also a Hatement of the assets and np,,"dilu<,,~.
liabilities of the society at the end of the year,
certified to by the auditors.

(c) The officers and other directors specified in clause

f

Election of

of section 5. qualified as therein provided, shaH be oMceTll.
elected by the members, and auditors shaH be
appointed for the ensuing year. R.S.O. 1927,
c. 71, s. 12.
13. The reports. shall, if approved by. the meeting, be or
Tranamlsalon
reporu to
placed on record m the books of the soCiety, and shall also Deparlment.
be sent within one month to the Department, and the l\linister may require all such reports to be made out on schedules
to be supplied by the Department in such form as he may
direct, and failure to comply with such requirements shall
be sufficient to forfeit all claim on the part o{ the society to
participate in tbe legislative grant. R.S.O. 1927, c. 71, s. 13.
1~.-(1) The mem?ers of e~ch societ~ may, at an annual ~~~rai·ro~~d
meetmg or at a special meetmg, of whIch two weeks' previous notice has been given by advertisement in the manner
required by subsection 3 of section 11 make, alter and repeal
by.laws and regulations for the general management of the
society, but subject to such by-laws and regulations, the

1088
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board of directors shall have full power to act for and on
hehalf of the society, and all grams and other funds of the
society shall he received and expended under their direction.
Spocl"l

(2) 011 petition of thirty members of any society, the
secretary shall call a spl..'Clal meeting for the consideration
of such matters as may be set forth ill the rctition, and the
meeting' shall he a<h'crliscd in the manner prescribed by sub·
section 3 of section 11, and the adn~rliserncnts shall state the
nature of the !>usim:ss to be transacted. H..S.O. 1927,
c. 71, s. 14.

meetings.

hlcetinl:~

board of
directOr>!.

or

lncorpomtlon and

power to

hold land.

:s'otice or

meetinl:M 10

consider

di$r>o~ltlon

of proper\}·.

Acquiring

site:

arbitratlon
to til< price.

1;;. The first meeting of the bo'lrd of directors of a society
may be held upon the day of the annual meeting, and the
suhsequent meetings shall be held pursuant to adjournment,
or be called by \\'ritten notice given by authority of the presi·
dent, or. in his absence, of the first vice-president, or in the
absence or on the neglect of the president and first ..-ice·prcsi.
dent, then on the written request of any three of the directors,
at least one wcek before the day appointed, and .. t any
meeting" five shall he a quorum. KS.a. 1927, c. iI, s. 15.

10.-(1) £\'CI")' society shall be a IxxI)' corporate, with
power to acquire and hold land as a site or as an enlargement
of an <'xisting !'ite and the society shall have and may exercise
the like powers as to lands required for the enlargement of
an existing site as in the case of lands required for the original
site, and subsection :J shall apply thereto, for fairs and exhihitions, and, subject to the approval of a mee{ing of the
society called for the purpose, to sell, mortA"age, tease, or
otherwise dispose of the same, or any other property hetd by
such society.

(2) At least t\\·o wccks' previous notice of such meeting
shall be gi\"Cn hy adn:rtisement in one or more newspapers
published in the county or district and by printed plac.'lrd
and at such mect'illJ,:" only those persons shall be entitled to
\'ote \I"ho ;lre members for the current YC;lr ;lnd who were
members for the 1\\'0 previous years.
(3) (u) If the owner of the land selecte<! as a site for fairs
and exhihitions, appru\'e<! of at' a mecting of the society called
ror th;lt purpose, refuses to scll the same or demands therefor
a price deemed unreasonable by the bo.'lrd of directors, then
such owner and such hoard of directors shall each forthwith
appoinl ;lll ;lrhitr;llor. ;lnd the arbitrators so chosen shall
appoint ;l third arhitrator, and such nrhitrators or a majority
of them shall determine the \·aluc of such land.

Sec. 17.

....CRICl]LTl;RAL SOCIETlI;5.
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(b) If the directors or the owner of such land neglect or *trrO~rt~~t~~t
refuse to appoint an arbitrator, the senior judge of the county ~Y/ount~·
or district court of the county or district in which the land JU Ite.
lies may. on the application of the party who has so appointed
an arbitrator and on notice to the opposite parly, appoint
an arbitrator on behalf of the party so neglecting or refusing
to -appoint an arbitrator.

(c) If the arbitrators appointed as aforesaid fail to agree Third
. at Iur
. d ar b·Itrator, t heappointment
arbltl'lltoron, or el·th er 0 f th em re f use to appOlOt
senior judge of the county or district court of the county or fJd~~rM
district in which the land lies may, on the application of one
or other of the said arbitrators and on notice to the other,
appoint a third arbitrator.

(d) The arbitrators so chost'n shall have the power to po;\erstof
hear and determine all claims or rights of encumbrancers, ar , ra ors.
lessees, tenants or other persons as well as those of the owner
of the land required for the purpose of such site upon notice
in writing to every such claimant or person .
.(e) Upon pa~·m.ent by the ~irectors of t~e amount dct r- ::~~enn;;.?r
7
mmed by a maJonty of the arbitrators appomted as aforesaid, tion.
to the owner or other persons entilled thereto, the land may
be taken and used for the purposes aforesaid.

(f) Any award for a site for fairs and exhibitions made Effect of
.
award.
· hed un d cr t h·IS ....., ct, I·f I h ere ,-_
an d pu bl IS
IJt: no conveyance.
shall be deemed thereafter to be the title of the society to
the land mentioned in it. and shall be a good title thereto
against all pcrsons interested in the land in any manner
whatever, and shall be registered in the proper registry
office. on the affidavit of the secretary and treasurer or
secretary-treasurer of the directors verifying the same.
(g) The parties concerned in all such disputes shall pay Elt~ense:s <'If
all the expenses incurred in regard to them, according to the arbltratlon.
award or decision of the arbitartors or a majority of them.

(4) The provisions of subsection 3 shall be applicable onl\' Consent or
.
> . . • L'eutenantby consent of the Lieutenant-Governor 10 CounCIl. R.S.O. OO"ernor In
16 .
Council.
1927 , C. -,
I ,s.

17. An\' township societ\· and town or village municipalitvJoint
-.
th 4 h -d ay 0 f '[
h 8 8 .. I
. owne,""hlp
h '13
tat
j\ arc, 1 6, JOIOI Y pur-oJ:lands
d ,pnor to e t
chased and held any land or buildings ror the purpose of ~'~~jCIPalill"
agricultural fairs or exhibitions, may continue jointly to hold
such land or buildil)gs, or may sell, mortgage, lease or 'otherwise dispose of the same, subject to the approyal of a meeting
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of the society as provided in section 16.

Sec. 17.
R.S.O. 1927.

e71.s.li.
Dissolution
of union

societies.

Disp~itlon

or assels on
dlllllolutlon.

18. \\'here two or more municipalities have hccil united
under the provisions uf Th~ AgriCIIlture atld Arts Act, R.S.O.
18CJi, c. 43, or anr former Agriculture and Arts Act to form
a township society, a dissolution of such uilion society may
be effected in the following manner: a petition requesting a
dissolution and the organization of new societies shall be
signed by a majority of the members residing in anyone of
the municipalities and shall be forwarded to the i\linistcr,
and if the number so signing is equal 10 the number required
for the organization of a new society, as provided by section
5, the :\linister shall direct that new societies shall be organized in the manner prescribed in that section, and the former
union society shall thereupon become dissolved and cease to
c.'list. RS.O. 1927, c. 71, s. 18.

10. On the dissolution of a union society the assets of the
society shall be equitably apportioned or divided byarbitrators, or a majority of them, one to be appointed by the bo3rd
of directors of each of tIle new societies, and another arbitralOr to be chosen by the arbitrators so appointed, or in
tlle event of the arbitrators failing to choose such arbitrator
within ten days after being appointed, then the senior judge
of the county or district court having jurisdiction in the count)'
or district shall appoint such arbitrator.
R.S,O. 1927,
c. 71" s. 19.

20.-(1) On or before the 1st day of l\larch of each year,
~;~~~i,~~nt. the officers of every society shall send to the Department an
affidavit (Form 2) stating on forms to be provided by the
Department, the exact financial transactions of the society
during the previous year, and this statement shall set forth
plainly the numher of members of the society in good standing, the amount of money paid in prizes for horses, cattle,
sheep, swine, poultry, articles of domestic manufacture,
otller products of the farm, orchard and garden and for such
other purposes as are set forth in section 10, and such money
shall be considered to have been expended for 3gricultural
purposes.

.... nnual

Stalem..,nt
or expenses.

(2) In the case of societies holding a spring stallion show,
a spring hull show, a combined spring stallion and bull show,
or a spring seed fair, the officers of such societies shall send
10 the Department on a separate form to be provided by the
Dcpartrnellt. within thirty days after the holding of such
spring show or fair, an itemizl..'<! statement showing the
receipts and expendilures in connection tllerewith, together
with lhe number of enlries.
'

See. 22 (1) (b).
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(3) Any society failing to send in the statement within ~~:rig~ of
the prescribed time shall forfeit all claim to share in the r.. lldr~ to
legislative grant (or the current )'ear. R.S.O. 1927, c. 71, s. 20. ~:rurnlJ.
21. Every society shall be entitled to receive a grant out orapnts ou~
. .
of rovlnc"ll
of the unappropriated money In the hands of the Treasurer funds.
of Ontario, to be paid on the recommendation of the Department, on condition:--

(a) that the number of paid-up members for the current
year is not less than sixty, except in the case of
societies organized in provisional judicial districts or
unorganized counties, where the number of paid-up
members must not be less than forty;

(b) that all reports and returns required by this Act
have been made to the satisfaction of the Minister;
(c) that the annual meeting has been held as required

and officers elected, in accordance with section 12;
(d) that the objects of the society as prescribed by
section 10, have been strictlr adhered to, and that
none of the funds of the society, from whatever
source derived, have been expended in any manner
not in harmony with these objects. R.S.O. 1927,
c. 71, s. 21.
22.-(1) Such amounts as may be voled by this Legislature Dlvl.lllnn of
. . on the o
f 11 owmg
.
ba'
Provincia.l
b e pal·d to t he societies
SIS;
Bra.nt.

Sh a 11

(a) A society that has owned. and maintained pure
bred stock, for the benefit of its members, for a
period of at least nine months during the next
preceding rear, shall recei"e a grant of $50 for
every registered stallion, $20 for every registered
bull, $10 for every registered boar and $5 for every
registered ram so owned, and in the eyent of a
maintensociety devoting its funds solely for
ance of pure bred stock, such society shall receive
a special membership grant of $1 for 'e"ery member
of the society in good standing, up to fifty.

we

(b) A newly organized society, during the first three
years of its existence, shall recei"e a grant each
year equal to $1 per member up to three hundred
members. R.S.O. 1927, c. 71, s. 22 (I), cis. (a, b).

1092
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0'pro,'lnel"l
grant.
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(d.

{c} The remainder of the grant \·ott.>(l for a~ricutlUral
societies shall he divided among societies other than
new societies, in proportion to the amount they
expended during the next preceding three years for
agricultural purposes, as shown by their sworn
statements, and as defined by section 20, and there
shall not be included in such expenditure money used
for lhe purchase or maintenance of pure bred stock,
for the holding of spring stallion shows, spring- bull
shows, or combined spring stallion and bull shows,
or for spring seed fairs. 1935, c. 66, s. 2.

«(t) Societies in provisional judicial districts and unorganiled counties shall be entitled to receive their
g"rants on the basis of double their actual expenditure
for agricultural purposes.

(e) A society shall not be entitled to receive a total
grant exceeding- 5800;
(j) A society that holds a spring stallion show, a spring
hull sho\\", or a combined spring stallion and bull
show shall receive a J.::rant not exceeding 550, equal
to one-half the sum expended in the holding of such
show.

(g) A society that holds a spring seed f:lir shall recei\"e

a J.::rant nOl exceeding 525, equal to one-half the
sum ('xpcndcd in the holding of such fair"

He'-, Stat..

C. 136.

Allowance

where Rate
receipts
reduced b}"
weather.

(11) Should it be found, within onc year after the receipt
by the Department of a society's annual statement,
that an officer of the society has wilfully made false
returns \\"ith an intention to deceive, such office.
shall incur a penalty not exceeding 5100, .ecoverable
under The Summary Comictions Act, or be liable to
imprisonment for a period not cxceeding thirt)' days.
R.S.O. 1927, c. il, s. 22 (1), cis. (d.II).
(2) If the Superintendent. on or before the 31st day of
October in any year. receives proof by the joint affidavit of
the president, secretary alld treasurer of an agricultural
society that rain or snow has fallen at the place of holding
an exhibition before three o'clock in the afternoon on any
day during which such exllibition was held, or if during
such exhibition or within thirty days previous to same, one
or more buildings on the exhibition grounds have been
destroyed by fire or storm, and upon the Superintendent being
satisfied that as a consequence of such weather or fire condi-

Se,- 24 (2).
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tions the gate receipts were less than the average of three

previous normal years of holding the exhibition, such society
shall be entitled to receive a grant from the fund provided
therefor equal (0 ninety per centum of the difference between
the gate receipts of the current year and the a\"crage of
the gate receipts of three previous normal years. but the
amount to be paid to any onc society shall not exceed. $500
and the total amount so paid to all societies shall not exceed
SlO,OOO.
(3) In the event of a society
• which has been organized Grant
gate wh.ere
for only two ?'cars sufferin~ loss in gat,e receipts owing to ~e,.~I~~eto we~
wet weather, It shall be entitled to recCl\"C a grant equal to weather.
seventy.five per centum of the difference between the gate
receipts of the current year and those of the previous year,
and in case of loss of gate receipts from the above cause during
the third year of a society's existence, the grant shall be
seventy.five per centum of the difference between the gate
receipts of that year and those of the average of the two
previous years, but the amount to be paid shall not exceed
$500. RS.O. 1927, c. 71, s. 22 (2, 3).

recelpl~

23. Out of any unappropriated money in the hands of f::~Jal aid
the Treasurer of Ontario a further sum not exceeding 55,000 .;:~~\~ce to
shall be subject to division among The Canadian National exhlbltJOIl5.
Exhibition Association of Toronto. The Central Canada
Exhibition Association of Onawa, and The Western Fair
Association of London, in proportion to the amount of money
expended for agricultural purposes as set forth in section
10, provided that not more than 52,500 be paid to anyone
society, upon condition that
(a) returns similar to those prescribed by sections 12

and 20 ha"e been made to the \Iinister;
(b) the provisions of section 30 han been strictly adhered

to or enforced in connection with the exhibition held
by the society in the last preceding year. R.S.O.
1927, c. 71, s. 23.
24-.-(1) Horse raci~g other than trials of sp~d under ~~~~
the control and regulatIOn of the officers of the society shall prohibited.
not be carried on during the days appointed [or holding any
exhibition by any society at the place of holding the exhibition
or within fi"e miles thereof.

(2) Any person who is guilty of a violation of this section Penaln".
shall be liable to a fine not exceeding 550. reCO"erablc under Rev. Stal .•
The Summary Com.>icliOlls Act.
c.136.
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Socloty to

(3) If any person is convicted under this section, the
society provcn to have permined horse racing shall be debarred
from receiving any portion of the legislative grant in the
next ensuing year.

forfeIt

trant.

Who mllY

I.,

lay informa_

tlon.
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Sec, 2' (3),

(4) Prosecutions under this section may be made only
upon the information being laid by a person who is a member
of the society ,for the currenl year and who also was a member
of the society in the previous year. R.S.O. 1927, c. ii, 5.24.

E:rblt>itlone.

25.-(1) The exhibition of any society shall be held at
the place designated as the headquarters of the society.

f:aadnQg~~~teNJ

(2) When the members of any society have by by-law or
resolution fixed upon a place as the headquarters of the
society, or upon any place for holding the exhibition of such
society for any year, the place 50 designated shall not be
changed to any place within twenty miles of the headquarters
of another society, but it may be changed to any place not
within such radius upon the decision of a majority of the
qualified voters as follows:-

or society.

(a) A special meeting shall be called by the board of

directors, or by thirty members as provided in
subsection 2 of section 14, for the express purpose of
comidering the question.
(b) At least two weeks' previous notice of such meeting

shall be given by advertisement as prescribed in
surn:ection 3 of section 11.

(c) Only paid-up members for the current year who were
also members in the previous year shall be qualified
to vote.
(d) The meeting shall be called for ten o'clock in the

forenoon, and if a poll is demanded it shall be opened
at once and remain open until six o'clock, ex'cept
that it may be closed by the presiding officer of
the society if at any time one hour elapses without
any vote being polled. R.S.O. 1927, c. 71, s. 25.
Accommodation for
eJ:hlbltlone.

26. The exhibitions of any society shall be held at such
place only as shall afford sufficient accommodation for such
exhibitions. R.S.O. 1927, c. 7t, s. 26.

Power to
withhold
r,rlzes when
mud ehown.

27. The board of directors of any society on being made
. ,
aware of any fraud havlOg been committed by any member
or exhibitor in the entry of any stock or goods in competition'
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for prizes at any exhibition, shall have the power of with·
holding the payment of any prizes that may have been
awarded by the judges to such members or exhibitors on
such fraudulent or any other entries made at any such
exhibition. R.S.O. 1927, c. 71, s. 27.
KEEPISG THE PEACE, ETC., AT EX.HIBITIOSS.

28.-(1) Any justice of the peace having jurisdiction in APPolntme, 0'
.
h . a fair
' or ex h·b'·
oroonstab es.
any Clly,
town, VI'11 age or towns h'Ip, were,"
I Ihon
is or is to be held, shall, on the request of the president
or executive committee of any society, appoint as many
policemen or constables, to be named by the society, as may
be required.

(2) The duty of such policemen and constables shall be, ~'::s~a~e5.
at the expense of the society, to protect the property of such
society within the exhibition grounds, and to eject all persons
who may be improperly withi.n the grounds, or who may
behave in a disorderly manner, or otherwise violate any of
the rules or regulations of such society. R.S.O. 1927, c. 71, s. 28.
29. If any person wilfully hinders or obstructs the officers i1lt~rr~;lIll:
or servants of any society in the execution of their duty, or w t 0 cera.
gains admission to the grounds contrary to the rules of such
society, he shall incur a penalty of not less than S1, nor
more than S20, recoverable under The. Summary Conw/ions ~e~":i6~tat.,
Act, to be paid over to such society for its use and benefit.
R.S.O. 1927, c. 71, s. 29.

30.-(1)
The .officers
of a society may
by their rules
and certslnsbo~
Problbltlnll;
.
.
.
.
..s
regulauons prohIbit and prevent all kinds of theatrical or and perronn_
.
' per rormances, ex h'b'
.
h
dances. etc.
arcus
or aero b
allc
1 ItlOns or sows, an
may also regulate or prevent the huckstering or trafficking
in fruits, goods, wares or merchandise on the exhibition
grounds, or within three hundred yards thereof, and any
person who, after notice of such rules and regulations, violates
the same shall be liable to be removed by the officers, policemen or constables of the society and be subject to the penalty
prescribed by section 29.
(2) The officers of the society shall prevent all immoral or Dut)· "". to
indecent shows and all kinds of gambling and all games of p~ep';.~~~:'c
chance, including wheel ·of fortune, dice games, pools, coin ~bOW5.
tables, draw lotteries or other illegal games at the place of
holding tM exhibition or fair, or within three hundred }'ards
thereof, and any association or society permitting the same
shall forfeit all claim to any legislative grant during the
year next ensuing.
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G"rnl>lIn~

(3) The officers of a society shall not allo\\' any person to
exhibit either publicly or to any individual any gambling
device, or to bring any such gambling device into Ihe buildings
or upon the grounds in or ul)(>n which the cxhihition or fair
is heing- helr!.

de"ICe>!.

OnmbUng.

,\GK1CUI,TUKAI. SOCIETIES.

Chap. 81.

(4) No person shall carryon, or assist or aid in carrying
any kind of gambling, or any game of chance. at any
agricultural, live slock, Of industrial exhibition or fair, or
within half a mile thereoL

011,

~"le

fir

lI'IHor on
A"rou"d~.

(5) It shall not he lawful to sell or to have for sale 011 an\'
exhibition ground during the time of holding an exhibitio~,
any wine. beer or spirituous liquors, and any society permitting
the s..'W1C shall forfeit all claim to any ~rant durinR the next
ensuing' ycar.
(6) Every person guilty of a violation of any of the provisions of this scction. in addition to any other liability which
he may incur thereby, shall incur a penalty of not less than
$100 nor more than $300 for a first offence, and in default of
immediate payment of the penalty, shall be imprisoned for
a period of three months unless the penalty or costs are
sooner paid, and for cvery offence committed after conviction
for a first offence, shall be liable to imprisonment fOr a period
of six months.

ApplicnUon
of $ectlon,

(7) This :;ection shall apply to all exhibitions held hy any
society. H..S.D. 1927, c. 71, s. 30.

Pow\,,", of

:U.-(I) Any Dominion police constable or pro\'incial
police cOTlst<1ble shall have the right of free entrance to the
Rrounds aIHI to all the buildings on the grounds where a fair
or exhibition is being held under the direction of any society.
during" the time that the fair or exhibition is being held.

Dominion

lind

PradRel"l

Con61al>lc,;.

!;:el"inl: nud

confl~c"linl:

I"nmbllnl(

de,-Ices, ele.

(2) Any coll!';tahle or other peace officer may, without
warninR or lIotice, immediately sei7.e all devices <lnd instruments U5t.'<! hy any person in connection with allY kind of
g'amhling' or g'anll'S of chance or immoral or indecent side
sho\\', and mil)' arrest such person without warrant and take
him hefore the nearest magistrate ha\'ing jurisdiction. there
to be deillt with according' to law, and e\'ery such device or
instrument, after the conviction of the person concerned,
shall he dt'strayed under thc direction of the magistrate
l)('forc whom the case is tried. R.S.O. 1927, c. 71, s. 31.
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ELECTIO~S.

32. Every person not under eighteen years of age who Who may
1. __ "
f or tho c year t ) len next "ote
at
lip SUlJhLnptlon
rneetins:.
has pal"ct t h e mem be rsI'
ensuing to any society, shall have the right of voting at the
election of officers, and on all other questions submitted to
the annual meetings of such societies. R.S.O. 192;, c. iI, s. 32.
33. No membership subscription for the ensuing \·car. When "ole~
" dent or presl"d"mg 0 ft"Icer )las d ceI arcd" t IIC ma}'
not he
a f ler th
e presl
receh·ed.
poll open for the election of officers, shall entitle any member
to votc for such officers, nor shall any votes be recei\·ed
earlier lhan one o'clock in the afternoon nor later than six
o'clock in the afternoon of the same day. R.S.O. 1927,
c.71,s.33.
pal"d

34. Except as otherwise pro\'ided, a vacancy occuring V;lcanc;e~ in
by the death or resignation of any officer of a society may be°mcca.
filled by the remaining officers thereof, and it shall be the
duty of such officers to nominate and appoint a lit and proper
person to fill the office for the unexpired term of the person
so dying or resigning; but in the e\'ent of the remaining
officers being insufficient to form a quorum, or if for any
reason a quorum cannot be obtained, persons to fill the
vacant offices shall be elected in manner pro\-ided by the
following section. RS.O. 1927, c. iI, s. 3-1-.
35.-(1) In the event of an election of any officers of a Failure to
society not being held at the time or place herein directed, or elect.
being for any reason illegal and void, the persons in office at
the time when such officers should have been elected shall
continue to be, and shaH be deemed to be, the officers of
such society until their successors are legally appointed.
(2) In the event of any such non-election or illegal election, Special meet.
a special meeting of th~ members of such society shall be ~7:gt[~~~.
called as soon as practimble for the election of such officers;
such meeting to be called in the manner provided in subsection
3 of section 11 by the president, or, in his absence or on his
neglect, by the \"ice~prcsident, or in the absence or on the
neglect of the president and \'lce-presidenL, then by any
three members of the society, and at such meeting the election
of officers shall take place, and the persons elected shall
thenceforth, until their successors are appointed, be the officers
of such society. RS.O. 1927, c. 71. s. 35.
SPECIAL )IEETIN"GS OF DIRECTORS.

36. A special meeting of the directors of any societ\' ma\' Special
.
- " m"etln~ of
be called by the president thereof. or, in his absence or on directol'$.
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QUOTl,lm.

his neglect, by the vice-president, or, in the absence or on the
neglect of the president and vice-president, then by any three
members of such society, of which meeting at least seven
days' notice shall be given to each member; and, except as
othenvise provided for, a majority of the directors of any
society shall be a quorum. R.S.O. 1927, c. 71, s. 36.
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SECURITY lJy TREASURER.
SecurIty by
~rea8urer

society.

of

Duty of
board as to

aecurllJ',

37.-(1) The treasurer of every society, before entering
upon the duties of his office. shall give such security, either
by joint or several covenant with one or more sureties, which
may be in such (orm as the board of directors or other man·
aging officers may deem necessary, for the faithful performance of his duties, and cspecially for the due accounting for
and paying over all money which may comc into his hands.
(2) It shall be the duty of the board in each and every,
year to enquire into the sufficiency of the security given by
such trcasurer and report thereon, and where the same
treasurer for any society is reappointed from year to year his
reappointment shall not be considered as a new term of
office, but as a continuation of the former appointment, and
any bond or security given to the society for the faithful
performance of his duties under such reappointment shall
continue valid as against the parties thereto.

Per$Ona.l
a society
responslbll.
.(3) If the officcrs of .
.neglect to procure and mainofomcel"lltam proper and suffiCient security they shall be personally
for 1088.
responsible for all funds of the society in the possession of
the treasurer. R.S.O. 1927, c. 71, s. 37.

it}'

~fUNICIPAL

AID TO SOCIIl;TIE5.

Orants from
38.-(1) The municipal council of any city, town, village.
municlpal
councils.
county or township in Ontario may grant or loan money
or grant land in aid of any agricultural society formed within the limits of the municipality or partly within the limits
of such municipality and partly within the limits of other
municipalities, or wholly within the limits of an adjoining
municipality, when such societ}' has made the returns required
by this Act to be made to the :'o.1inister, provided always
that the total amount or value of the money or land heretofore
or hereafter granted or loaned by any municipality to an
agricultural society under this section shall not exceed. in
the case of a city, S5,000, in the case of a town, $2,000, and
in the case of a village, Sl,Ooo.
securIty for
(2) If such grant is a loan of money to enable the societ}"·
louns from
municipal- to acquire land, such municipality may hold the land so
ities.
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acquired or may take a mortgage thereon, as security for the
amount of such grant until the amount of such grant be

repaid to the municipality, and any such grant heretofore
made in accordance with the provisions of this Act shall be
legal and valid.
(3) A~y of such municipalities owning land or buildings :Sg~~er:;~e"n~6r
for public purposes shall have the po\\'er to make agreemcnts buildings.
on such terms and for such periods as they may deem expedient
with any company formed under the prO\isions of chapter
196 of the Revised Statutes of Ontario. 189i. or under any
enactment that fTl:ay be substituted therefor, or with any
agricultural society for the use of such land or buildings. or
either of them. or for the privilege of erecting on said land.
subject to such terms as may be agreed on. such buildings as
they may require for agricultural and industrial sho\\"s. and
to give the company the power of renting such grounds and
buildings when owned.. by the company to any agricultural
society formed under this Act or any amendment thereto, to
and for the purposes of the annual sho\\" or shows of the
society, and to grant to such company or society the power to
collect during such show. or at other times, as may he agreed.
from any person wishing to go into or upon any such grounds
or buildings. or for any privilege thereon, or for any carriage,
wagon or othcr vehicle. or for any horse or othcr animal
that may be taken thereon, such entrance fee or other charge
as the company or society may deem necessary or expedient.
(4) Anv of such municipalities mav pass bv-la\\'s for B~--law$ for
providing' for the crection of buildings o~ parks, f~ir grounds ~~~:;'}o~uBd_
"
l'It)". f or ings
on
.
or other property b"e1onglOg
to any such
mUnlClpa
munkipal
the joint purposes of the municipality and of any agriculLUral propertr.
society, or other body, or trustees for any club or society,
upon' such agricultural society and other body. or trustees
for any dub or society contributing to the cost of such building, and in such case. the municipality shall have power to
grant leases for a term not exceeding t\\'cnty-one years to
such agricultural society. incorporated body. or the trustees
of any dub. providing for the use of such building at such
time or times as to such council may seem proper. and upon
such terms as may be arranged with the said council. and
the powers hereby granted may he exercised in respect of
any building erected since the 1st of January, 1919. R.S.O.
1927, c. 71, s. 38.
39. The property of an agricultural society shall be exempt r;.~~mPtion
from taxation other than for local improyements when in taxation.
actual occupation by the society, or by its tenants if the rent
is applied solely for the purposes of the society. R.S.U. 1927,
c. 71, s. 39.
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AGRICUI.TURAL SOCIETIRS.

FOlnl l.

(Su/ion 5.)

We, whose names arc !>ubscrihcd h"r<:IO, agree to form our"",h'L'S into
a society, under the provisions of The ,1/:';€IIftllwl .)ocirlies Ad to be
railed the Agricultural Socict/, of (dtsignll(il/g the point/hill ike De,;o,tmenl
1I·i/l be luhd /Q ruoRrti:.e us I t ke:Jdql<arlas of the sOl:;ely), and we hereby
sc"erally :"I!ln.oe to par to the treasurer the sums opposite our respective
names; and we rurth('r agree to conform to the by-laws alld rules of the
~icty.

s

:\:l.Il1CS.

Cis.

R.S.O. 192i, c. 71, Form I.

FOI{i\1 2.
(Serli'm 2'0.)
An'lOAVIT ,\5 TO :\1i-:.\II\I>RSIllP .\SII ''',nll,STS FOIt AGICICt:LTI:IlIlL
Pt;IlI"OSES.

COUlltyof

}

ToWil:
I,
, or
, treasurer of the Agricultural Society
of
, make oath and sa)", that during th(' ycar ending
31s1 da~' of Dccemocr, 19
,the said Agricultural Society expended
the sum of S
, solely for agricultural purposes,
in accordance with the Act, as lI<'t forth in the audited financial statement
of the society, and that no pri1.('s for horse rac..'S or s!X-'(:ial attractions,
and no pri1.e money other than cash is included in the abonl amount
and that thc number of members of the !'OCiety for 19
is
:
Treasurer.
Sworn before me this
}
,19,
ustiee of the Peace for the County of
or a Commissioner for taking affidavits.

'"Jor

EXI'ESDtTUIlE FOk

ACRICULTUIIAL

PURI'OSHS,

I'ri1.es paid, Horses, $
Cattle, $
Sheep $
(I'ri1.cs for horses Ilot to include horse races)
I'ri1.cs paid, Pigs, S
Poultry, $
Dairy Products, $
~
~
Grain and &-cds .....
•
Roots and other hocd crops
.
g
«
Orchard and Garden produch
.
«
Implements and General Manufactures.
"
"
Fine ArB, S
Ladies' Work, $
.,
.
•
"
All other objccts on Exhibition
.
:\lone)' jlaid for pri1.es awarded in previous years
.
"
"
"«
" a t Plowing Match
..
"
..
"..
..
for Field Crop Competition ..
(Co,,\tib\ltc~\ by Society)
:\Ieetitlgs or L~'cturcs for discussion of Agricultural Subjects .
Agdcultural Periodicals.
.
.
I'urchase of Live Stock.........
.
.
Purchase of Seed and Plants .
K\:ep of Stock
.
Expenses of Delegates 10 Fairs alKI Exhibitions' Con\·ention ..

s ,.

TOlal Cash Exprnditure for Agricultural Puq"lOS<'s ....

R.S.O. 1927, c. 71, Form 2.

